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Durham, NC, July 28, 2021—The Parkinson’s Foundation announced the recipients of more than
$2.2 million in community grants for Parkinson’s programs across the country. Community grants
support local health, wellness, and educational programs that address unmet needs in the Parkinson’s
disease (PD) community. American Dance Festival (ADF) was awarded $20,000 for the Parkinson’s
Movement Initiative (PMI), which provides weekly cost-free dance and Pilates classes for individuals
living with PD and their caregivers.
“We are pleased to be able to provide these community grants and to expand programs and resources
throughout the Parkinson’s community,” said John L. Lehr, Parkinson’s Foundation president and
chief executive officer. “Every one of these grant recipients shares our commitment to making life
better for people with Parkinson’s disease.”
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The Parkinson’s Foundation awarded more than $2.2 million in community grants, ranging from a
minimum of $5,000 to a maximum of $25,000 per grant application. This year’s grant cycle focused
on three areas, including programs that provide services for diverse and underserved populations,
initiatives that reach the newly diagnosed, and programs that address mental health and Parkinson’s.
Of the $2.2 million being granted, $1.6 million will help fund essential programs that focus on diverse
and underserved Parkinson’s communities.
“ADF could not be more grateful to the Parkinson’s Foundation for its continued support of the
Parkinson’s Movement Initiative,” said Jodee Nimerichter, ADF Executive Director. “Since
our program’s founding in collaboration with NC Dance for Parkinson’s and Poe Wellness Solutions
in 2017, PMI has served over 300 unique individuals and has fostered a meaningful community
among participants. Expanding our reach in 2021-2022, PMI will livestream two of our four
weekly in-person classes at ADF’s Samuel H. Scripps Studios to continue to reach individuals
remotely, relieving transportation barriers to this cost-free program.”
Programs funded by the Parkinson’s Foundation community grants also include wellness,
dance, music therapy, and educational programs that help people with Parkinson’s live better
with the disease. These programs will benefit communities in 40 states across the country.
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Since 2011, the Parkinson's Foundation has funded more than 580 community-based programs that help address
unmet needs for people with PD. To see the full list of the 2021 community grant recipients, visit
Parkinson.org/CommunityGrants.
About the Parkinson’s Foundation
The Parkinson’s Foundation makes life better for people with Parkinson’s disease by improving care and
advancing research toward a cure. In everything we do, we build on the energy, experience and passion of our
global Parkinson’s community. Since 1957, the Parkinson’s Foundation has invested more than $368 million
in Parkinson’s research and clinical care. Connect with at Parkinson.org, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or call
(800) 4PD-INFO (473-4636).
About Parkinson’s Disease
Affecting an estimated one million Americans and 10 million worldwide, Parkinson’s disease is the secondmost common neurodegenerative disease after Alzheimer’s and is the 14th-leading cause of death in the United
States. It is associated with a progressive loss of motor control (e.g., shaking or tremor at rest and lack of facial
expression), as well as non-motor symptoms (e.g., depression and anxiety). There is no cure for Parkinson’s and
60,000 new cases are diagnosed each year in the United States alone.
About ADF:
Throughout its 88-year history, ADF has been a nationally recognized leader in our indigenous art form of
modern dance. Generations of dancers and choreographers have come to ADF as students, taught as faculty,
and created and performed work as professional artists. Each summer, ADF has been the beating heart of the
dance world. The best companies in the world premiere work on ADF’s stage, much of it commissioned by the
festival. Other festivals and season programs are measured against ADF. Over 25,000 people see performances
by more than 20 companies each season. The festival has commissioned 442 works and premiered over 700
pieces including dances by Martha Graham, Merce Cunningham, and Paul Taylor. Each summer at ADF, more
than 300 students from some 28 countries and 38 states study with ADF’s 70 faculty members. They come as
kids in leotards with as many doubts as dreams. They leave as dancers and artists—and sometimes even new
members of companies. Lives change in those 5½ sweaty weeks. Beyond the summer, ADF maintains year-round
dance studios offering movement classes to over 650 participants, provides over 180 free classes to almost
4,000 local dancers, and offers choreographic residencies providing artists with the necessary space and time to
create. americandancefestival.org.
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